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concerning claims to Polish nationality which had been before
it in March had been settled by a convention between Poland
and Germany, on the basis of a decision of the Arbitral Tribunal
of Upper Silesia.
DANZIG AND WESTERPLATTE
As from the first Danzig continued to do everything in its power
to embarrass the Poles and to impair the special privileges Poland
had been specifically given by the Allies. In December 1923 the
question was raised of providing Poland with a larger site than that
which she had for a depot for war material in transit from the
port to Warsaw or elsewhere in her own territory. The Council
decided to investigate the matter through a commission of experts,
who visited Danzig, and reported in favour of the Polish claim. In
March 1924 the Council approved this report, and decided that the
peninsula of Westerplatte at the canalised mouth of the Vistula,
the entrance to the port, some miles from the town of Danzig,
should be placed at the disposal of the Polish Government.
In the same month Henry Strasburger was appointed Polish
Commissary-General at Danzig. He worked to such good purpose
that various agreements were entered into by the Free City and
Poland respecting passports, loans contracted by the Council of
the Port, participation by Danzig in the treaties of commerce
signed by Poland, and so forth.
DANZIG AND GDYNIA
In pre-War days German policy had preferred Stettin and Konigs-
berg to Danzig, and its trade had declined. In 1912, Danzig's
best year before the World War, nearly 6,000 vessels entered and
cleared the port; in 1923 rather more than that number of ships
entered and cleared, and their tonnage was nearly twice as great.
Opinion in Poland held that Danzig would be insufficient for her
requirements, and there had been begun a new port at Gydnia,
but it was not till 1924 that construction on a considerable scale
was undertaken. On July 4, 1924, an agreement was drawn up
for an extensive building programme between the Minister of
Commerce for Poland and a consortium or syndicate, composed